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After the much dubious Iranian presidential elections and the popular revolt that ensued, the European Union took the lead in supporting the people of Iran. Most vocal were France and the UK compared to the tepid U.S. reaction.  The Iranian regime did not wait long to blame the West and tension has escalated since local personnel from the British embassy in Tehran were detained by Iranian authorities. The EU is envisioning withdrawing all 27 ambassadors to Iran to protest. And it might be onto something…

Former French president Jacques Chirac told The New York Times in Jan. 2007 regarding sanctions, “The question is how can we impose sufficiently strong constraints on Iran. This is a difficult issue. One has to know what Iran can withstand or not. Iran has a regime that is still a bit fragile, a bit fragile. The last elections proved in particular that the President did not have all the authority one could have expected. This somewhat fragile regime is afraid. Afraid of what? Afraid of being contested. 

What does it want? It wants to maintain the regime of the mullahs. To maintain the regime of the mullahs, it needs to not be contested or threatened by the international community”. 

Iran is now being hit by this double whammy: domestic revolt and international isolation. But in order to increase pressure the EU and other Western nations should break off diplomatic relations with Tehran following the example of what France did in 1987-1988. 

In fact, from 1983 (the bombing of the French barracks in Beirut) to 1987, Iran sponsored terror attacks against France. From January 1, 1985 to March 31, 1986, Iran’s main terror proxy, Hezbollah kidnapped 13 French personalities in Beirut; among them one was murdered. Then on Dec. 7, two large Parisian department stores were targets of a terrorist attack. This was just the beginning of a terror campaign that lasted until September 1986 killing thirteen and injuring hundreds in the streets of Paris. Alain Marsaud, then head of the French counterterrorism unit, explained the responsibilities of the 1986 terror campaign in Paris this way, “ Iran, the sponsor of the attacks used a Lebanon-based Hezbollah network plus a Maghrebi logistic cell in order to convince France to change its foreign policy.”  Also in its final report on the wave of attacks, transmitted to then Prime Minister Chirac, the DST (the French equivalent of the FBI) noted, ”Nothing could have been decided without the blessing of either Iranian parliament president Rafsanjani or Ayatollah Montazeri.” With that in hand, Chirac wanted to pressure the Iranians by humiliating them. He said, “like all peoples, Iranians hate losing face. They have their dignities. So if you treat them like chimpanzees…” The best method according to Chirac to deal with Iran was to cut off diplomatic relations. He went as far as stating,” As long as you will behave like animals, we will not have diplomatic relations with you.”

And so on July 17, 1987 France cut off diplomatic relations with Iran. They were resumed on June 16, 1988 only after the last French hostages in Lebanon were freed and Iran showed good will. France demonstrated in this example firmness, while taking risks of potential additional bombings and/or kidnappings. But nothing happened. It looks like Tehran did not bear its new image as a pariah on the international scene. Regaining its honor enticed Iran to compromise on some aspects. 

There’s no reason why this could not be done again today.
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